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Project Lead The Way – Tech Time Class Curriculum 

2BTech Time: Is it Necessary? 
ELENA KNECHT 

     Technology is coming into the world faster than most schools 
are prepared for, but Summit for one, is not, this could be because 
of Tech Time.  
     Tech time is a course that every student has to take at Summit. 
This course explains the coding, bugs in your computer, and typing 
skills. Like, some classes’ students don’t understand why they need 
it. Why? Mrs. Jenkins says this, “It really is up to the students and it 
depends on the attitude and effort they put into the class.”  
     The lack of understanding might be the reason why students 
don’t enjoy this class. The question that people may be asking 
themselves is, “Why is this class necessary for me to take?” In the 
future it is going to be involved with jobs more and more. We are 
being taught to control it. If this isn’t a class, would the 
technology control us in the future? 
     Some students think that they can get this class into an elective, 
but like Social Studies and Math, it is required by the state. This is 
because the state knows that this class will help us in the future. 
Mrs. Jenkins isn’t the only one who thinks Tech Time is valuable. 
According to an some student beliefs, “Tech Time will probably 
become more important because there is decreasing labor jobs in 
the world.”            
 
Continued on 2A 

 
 

 
Mr. Dave Force 

0BA Powerful “Force” in Education 
– Our Teacher of the Year. 
ANDREA VALCARCEL 

     We all know Mr. Force, or at least 
seen him. The Tech Ed/Engineering 
Tech teacher is strolling through the 
hallways of Summit Middle School. 
We’ve all heard of him at least once, 
especially after he won the Teacher of 
the Year award.  
     Most students regard him as a 
positive teacher and notice him as kind 
and supportive. Others have a relatively 
neutral view on him, purely seeing him 
as another teacher who walks among 
the hallways and helps his students. 
However, after some digging, there are 
some answers to the question if Mr. 
Force is genuinely human or not.  
     Mr. Force has been teaching for 
twenty-seven years, starting in 1993. 
Over this time, Force has hoped to 
make an impact on his students by 
giving them, “The opportunity to apply 
content from his other lessons in hands 
on projects, teach his students to use 
critical thinking, and problem solving.”.  
     And, as we know, Mr. Force has 
won the Teacher of the Year award. It’s 
a very important award that many 
teachers deserve, including Mr. Force. 
 
 

      
 
     He states the award makes him 
feel, “Very special,” and he 
considers it, “Quite an honor.” If 
you haven’t been made aware, the 
Teacher of the Year was created to 
promote, celebrate, and honor 
excellence among teaching. 
     Mr. Force may be a positive 
influence on teaching, but what 
other career paths has he 
considered before? Not so 
surprisingly, most are 
building/engineering based job 
choices such as a metal fabrication 
worker and residential and 
commercial construction worker. 
And what about his students you 
may be asking? He describes them 
as awesome, enthusiastic, and it 
was clear to me he was passionate 
about teaching, and his students. 
     Mr. Force is described as 
positive, eccentric, supportive, 
kind, and nurturing towards his 
students. Some may see him as a 
figure that stalks the halls of our 
school, or one of the best teachers 
out there. But at the end of the day, 
he is the one and only Mr. Force of 
Summit Middle School. 
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Haeli Rae – 
 

Senior Editor. 
 
 
My name is Haeli. I am really interested in art, I am an 
animal foster, and I love editing Summit‘s newspaper! I 
have 5 dogs, 6 cats, and 1 tortoise. 
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The Oceans are in Danger Due to 
Climate Change 
MADDOX BOYKIN – OPINION EDITORIAL 

     What’s up generation Z? We have some bad news for you. A United Nations report has 
reported of dangers facing the oceans around the world. If you are a person on the Earth 
then you have probably heard of climate change. This doesn’t just affect marine life, it also 
affects the well-being of people living on the coast. 
     Global warming has caused a drop in fish population and oxygen levels have been 
declining whereas acidity levels have been increasing. The increasing water temperature has 
also started to fuel tropical floods and cyclones consequently causing them to be far more 
destructive. This has been happening for a while as the case with hurricanes in the past few 
years. However the conditions are about to get worse. 
     The ocean has served as sort of a sponge in terms of cleaning up our messes. Much of 
the carbon dioxide human inventions emit from cars, power plants, factories, and more have 
been shoving all those greenhouse gasses into our beloved blue. The heated gas trapped in 
Earth’s atmosphere will start taking a toll on the safety of seafood products. Not to mention 
all the plastic floating around in the oceans. We need to turn back soon or else I fear it will 
be too late.   

 

LOCAL NEWS 

5BToys For Tots 

 
7Bimage from Environmental Defense Fund website 

 

8BTech Time: Is it Necessary? 
ELENA KNECHT 

continued from front page. 
      

     Most schools are below average with the 
ILearn science tests because most were 
technology questions. Summit Middle School 
was not below average because of starting 
with Tech Time as a class rather than other 
schools, who started when Indiana made it a 
standard. 
     No one knows what the future will be like. 
Some people might think they do, but in 2010 
we were supposed to have skateboards that 
elevate off the ground. Technology might be 
an everyday experience, like in jobs, playing, 
or even your house itself. For Summit Middle 
School, technology is growing. And since no 
one knows the future, tech time has become a 
5th core class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JJ THOMPSON 

     Toys for Tots is a program made by 
the US Marine Corps in 1947 to 
distribute toys to children whose parents 
who cannot give them presents on 
Christmas. 
     Toys for Tots was originally founded 
by Bill and Diane Hendricks and it is 
located in Triangle, Virginia. It says on 
their website that they have distributed a 
total of 566 million toys to date and 
have supported 258 million children to 
date. They claim to usually give one 
main present and a stocking stuffer to 
each child who signs up. They only give 
presents to children who are 14 and 
under. There are plenty of drives all over 
the US, there is at least two or three in 
each state, and you can drop off any 
amount of toys you want. 
     Toys for Tots a non-profit 
government organization run by the 
Marine Corps who deliver at least two 
presents to any child who is 14 or 
younger and whose parents cannot 
afford presents for them. They are non-
profit and deliver the toys they get from 
the drop offs in each state every 
Christmas. I recommend you reach out 
to the local Marine recruiter or Toys for 
Tots representative if you are interested 
in volunteering. 

 

Image from official Toys for Tots website. 
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Fort Wayne 
Children’s Zoo; 
Wild Zoo 
Halloween! 
NOLAN HOCKEMEYER 

     
     On October 11th through the 31st, the Fort 
Wayne children’s zoo is hosting a spooky 
Halloween event. The zoo is calling it the 
“Wild zoo Halloween”. The event takes place 
at 10 am to 5 pm. Visitors will be taken on a 
wild ride throughout the zoo, observing the 
animals at each station and receiving some 
candy from the lurking zookeepers. Along 
with the treats, there is going to be a mini-
pumpkin decoration station.  
     During this activity, you are encouraged to 
wear your favorite Halloween costume and to 
take lots of pictures, as well as bringing all of 
your children. Tickets for regular admission 
are $5 and tickets for admission with treats is 
$9. However, if you are a zoo member, you 
will get two dollars off of both offers. Treat 
bags will not be provided by the zoo, so if 
you want to hold your candy without a hassle, 
be prepared with your own bag.  

Are you into Halloween animals? 
Come to the Children’s zoo on October 26th 
for the very special Halloween animal 
enrichment. A fan of music? Come on over 
October the 13th, 20th, and the 27th.  

Because it is autumn, this Halloween 
event could be chilly so you might want to 
take a safety precaution and wear an extra 
layer. Be sure to tag the Fort Wayne 
children’s zoo on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. Be safe, have fun and happy 
Halloween, zoo-goers! 

 

China and the NBA 
ELENA KNECHT 

China is not showing/streaming any preseason games played for the 
sport of basketball. This country has more people watching the NBA games 
than the United States. China has 400 million people watching the games 
every year. But then again, the U.S. only has 327.2 people in it and not all of 
them enjoy watching NBA or sports in general.  

The actions of China are all because of one tweet by Daryl Morey. This 
tweet stated, “Fight for freedom, stand with Hong Kong.” This comment 
deeply offended China because of Hong Kong trying to get freedom from 
China. This comment also showed bias towards Hong Kong, therefore China 
reacted and pulled their viewing ability from the NBA. 

Who would be this impulsive to tarnish their reputation in China? Daryl 
Morey reposted this morning saying he had more time to take others opinion 
into perspective. He also regretted his post, but many of the players are 
distancing themselves from him because and I quote, “We apologized, you 
know. You know, we love China. We love playing there.” Daryl Morey 
could’ve ruined their relationship, but Commissioner Silver is hoping to meet 
the Chinese official this week to discuss the problem. 

This problem is definitely not going away anytime soon. China is worth 
billions to the NBA, so hopefully this issue is resolved soon. Will Daryl 
Morey get fired? So far no one knows what to do with him. He will keep his 
job for now, but there is predicted to be future happenings with the NBA. 

 

 
Image borrowed from the Daily Wire website 
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LOCAL SPORTS 

9BBishop Dwenger bleachers. 

Jacob Cohen 

     If you go to Southwest Allen County  
Schools or even live in Fort Wayne, you have 
probably heard about what happened with 
Homestead and what they allegedly did to 
Bishop Dwenger’s bleachers. Last month, 
Homestead played Bishop Dwenger in 
football. The game was at Bishop Dwenger. 
Some  
things happened to Dwenger’s bleachers  
during the game. There were a lot of 
Homestead fans in a small area. The bleachers 
were not built to hold that many people. 
Whenever the Homestead students would 
cheer, they would lean on the poles on the end 
of the bleacher.  
      

     After a while, one of the poles 
started to get unscrewed from getting 
leaned on, and it eventually came off. 
It was believed that the Homestead 
students brought in power tools and 
sawed the bar off, but an investigator 
later said that they don’t think that is 
the case. After the game was over, 
Dwenger noticed that there were  
black marks on the bleachers. They 
thought that some of the Homestead 
students brought in lighter fluid and 
burnt the bleachers.  

     There were further reports that there was a fire in the 
bleachers. They later found out that it was just oxidation and not 
a fire. Another small piece of the bleachers popped off. It was 
also believed that Homestead properly synchronized their 
jumping to bend the bleachers. Two Homestead students took 
two parts of the broken bleachers home with them. In all, there 
was $1,300 worth of damages with the two parts coming off. 
Dwenger is pressing charges on the two people who took the 
two parts home. It is possible there will be monetary damages to 
allow Dwenger to repair their bleachers. Do you think that 
Dwenger is doing the right thing and pressing charges, or should 
they be let go? 

 
Photo from Patriots.com 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

6BGronk on the return team? 
JOEY VOIGT 

     Did you know one of the best tight ends in football retired? Well he did. 
His name is Rob Gronkowski. He claimed to be coming back into the league 
to play for the Patriots later in the season. Gronkowski isn’t the only player to 
come out of retirement though. 
     Last year, the Cowboys’ tight end, Jason Witten, declared his retirement 
and in less than a calendar year, he was back playing with the cowboys for the 
2019 season. Gronkowski announced his retirement on March 24, 2019. 
Gronkowski said that he has a desire to play football again and that it might 
take a month to three years for him to be in shape to come back. He does not 
see him coming back in the foreseeable future, like a week or a month. 
      Rob Gronkowski had 521 receiving yards, 7861 yards total, and 79 
touchdowns in his career. He holds the Patriots franchise record for 
touchdown reception and people have argued that he is the best tight end ever. 
If Gronkowski does end up coming back into the league, the Patriots offense 
will be lethal and they will be big-ticket contenders. 

WORLD CUP SOCCER 

1BUSWNT – Fighting off the pitch for equal pay. 
JACOB COHEN – 
OPINION/EDITORIAL 

           

 
 
 
     Women’s national team pay is 
not equal to the men’s. Should they 
be paid more? 
     The women’s national team does 
not get paid nearly the same as the 
men’s national team. Many people 
think that they should get paid 
equally. They want to be paid a lot 
more than they are being paid now. 
     Right now they get paid 
$100,000 a year while the men's 
team gets paid around $800,000 a 
year. That is 8 times the amount of 
the women's.  
 

   

      
 
 
     Many people think that women should get paid the same or 
more than the men. They think that because they have won the 
World Cup two times in a row, and the men have never won the 
world cup. Now the competition for the women isn't as big as the 
men. 
     What do you think? Should they get paid the same or not? 
Should they get paid more money than they are now but not as 
much as the men?  
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FALCON COMICS 

3BRED RIBBON WEEK  OCTOBER 28 – NOVEMBER 1 
RED RIBBON WEEK SCHEDULE 
 
MONDAY -  WEAR SOMETHING RED 
 
TUESDAY -  WEAR SOMETHING RED, WHITE, BLUE 
 
WEDNESDAY – WEAR SOMETHING WITH NEON COLORS 
 
THURSDAY -  WEAR SUPER HERO GEAR 
 
FRIDAY -  WEAR SOMETHING SUPPORTING YOUR FAVORITE TEAM 
 
 
 
 
 

4BSCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
STRIKING FALCON STAFF 

OCTOBER 2019 
 
GIRLS B-BALL OPEN GYM 22ND, 23RD, 24TH – 3-4PM 
 
HALLOWEEN DANCE  28TH  -  6-8PM 
 
GIRLS & BOYS B-BALL TRYOUTS 29TH, 30TH, 31ST 
                 GIRLS 7th/8TH – 3 – 4:30 all three days 
                 BOYS 7th/8th – 5:30 – 7  all three days 
  

 

 
 
 
 
IF YOUR GROUP/TEAM HAS SOMETHING SCHEDULED THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE IN THE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER, LET 
MR. MCKINLEY KNOW. 
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